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Re: Digital Learning Planning: Information for Georgia Public School Districts 
 

 
March 11, 2020 

 
Greetings, 
 
This document was prepared by the Georgia Department of Education(GaDOE) in collaboration with 
several Georgia school districts to assist local school administrators and staff in the development of 
digital learning plans. 
   
Several districts that already have plans and procedures in place agreed to share general information 
and suggestions, which may be found in this document. We extend special thanks to those districts and 
digital learning leaders who have shared information about their planning processes.  It should be 
noted this information is for guidance and is not to be considered a complete plan.The Georgia 
Department of Education does not endorse the use of any of these software tools and/or 
companies.  Instead, tools are mentioned by local districts that may have found them tools to be of 
benefit. 
 
 This document includes guiding questions and special considerations to help a local district develop a 
plan to ensure the continuity of education for their students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Keith Osburn, Ed. D. 
Associate Superintendent, Georgia Virtual Learning 
Georgia Department of Education 
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Current Digital Learning Climate 
Why is a task force  critical to planning and implementation? 
Having an identified team is necessary to ensure that the planning and organization of a digital learning plan has 

ownership.  This is critical to ensure that implementation steps are identified, metrics to ensure success are in 

place and then implementation steps are activated according to plan.  Planning requires that members of 

district and school administration, curriculum and learning specialists, service and support personnel, teachers 

and parents and students are members of the task force team. Teams should be aligned vertically so that the 

plan is contiguous and spans all grades.  

What initiatives and programs are currently in place? Can you build on them? 
Does your school or district currently plan for extended periods of time (blended learning days/inclement 

weather days) when students won’t be physically at their schools?  Consider modifying summer programs and 

learning camps to be mobile-friendly so students can explore learning opportunities on their or their parents’ 

cell phone. This is a great opportunity to implement STEAM related activities. Ask civic and community agencies 

to provide learning opportunities for students and to share their efforts. 

Has your district researched the benefits/effectiveness of virtual/non-traditional learning? 
Learning is social and occurs effortlessly.  Formal learning is the effort of trained educators to build on social 

learning constructs to ensure that certain information, in this case the Georgia Standards of Excellence, are 

mastered by students.  To suggest that one learning environment such, as a traditional “classroom,” is more 

effective than another such as a virtual learning environment is a misnomer.  Research shows that students can 

learn and often excel in virtual learning environments because of their interest in technology.  The key is 

ensuring students learn how to utilize these learning technologies and develop the discipline and organizational 

strategies that help them grow into independent, self-motivated learners. Students and teachers alike are often 

familiar with technology as home consumers.  Thus, ongoing professional learning opportunities for educators 

will 





service (should students not have Internet access at home) they may be able to download an upcoming lessons 

or to turn in their classwork in

https://kahoot.com/blog/2020/02/27/kahoot-free-access-schools-higher-education-coronavirus/
https://kahoot.com/blog/2020/02/27/kahoot-free-access-schools-higher-education-coronavirus/
https://kahoot.com/blog/2020/02/27/kahoot-free-access-schools-higher-education-coronavirus/
https://educators.brainpop.com/2020/02/19/free-brainpop-access-for-schools-affected-by-the-corona-virus/
https://educators.brainpop.com/2020/02/19/free-brainpop-access-for-schools-affected-by-the-corona-virus/
https://www.discoveryeducation.com/coronavirus-response/
https://www.discoveryeducation.com/coronavirus-response/
https://blog.zoom.us/wordpress/2020/02/26/zoom-commitment-user-support-business-continuity-during-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://blog.zoom.us/wordpress/2020/02/26/zoom-commitment-user-support-business-continuity-during-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://view.s6.exacttarget.com/?qs=f02181cb22018e449585ae5113f68f8c0797980255e26584717da48407827512cb203ff48754fca8d450217106311973c1d32dad2ad70499e794deae6175837f14441860590e65ed02ba7ab65b42c7d5
https://view.s6.exacttarget.com/?qs=f02181cb22018e449585ae5113f68f8c0797980255e26584717da48407827512cb203ff48754fca8d450217106311973c1d32dad2ad70499e794deae6175837f14441860590e65ed02ba7ab65b42c7d5
https://view.s6.exacttarget.com/?qs=f02181cb22018e449585ae5113f68f8c0797980255e26584717da48407827512cb203ff48754fca8d450217106311973c1d32dad2ad70499e794deae6175837f14441860590e65ed02ba7ab65b42c7d5
https://view.s6.exacttarget.com/?qs=f02181cb22018e449585ae5113f68f8c0797980255e26584717da48407827512cb203ff48754fca8d450217106311973c1d32dad2ad70499e794deae6175837f14441860590e65ed02ba7ab65b42c7d5
https://view.s6.exacttarget.com/?qs=f02181cb22018e449585ae5113f68f8c0797980255e26584717da48407827512cb203ff48754fca8d450217106311973c1d32dad2ad70499e794deae6175837f14441860590e65ed02ba7ab65b42c7d5


https://educators.brainpop.com/2020/02/19/free-brainpop-access-for-schools-affected-by-the-corona-virus/
https://educators.brainpop.com/2020/02/19/free-brainpop-access-for-schools-affected-by-the-corona-virus/
https://www.canva.com/education/
https://www.canva.com/education/
https://www.peardeck.com/stay-connected
https://www.peardeck.com/stay-connected
https://nearpod.com/
https://info.flipgrid.com/
https://blog.zoom.us/wordpress/2020/02/26/zoom-commitment-user-support-business-continuity-during-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://blog.zoom.us/wordpress/2020/02/26/zoom-commitment-user-support-business-continuity-during-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://quizlet.com/teachers
https://quizizz.com/
https://animoto.com/
https://jigsawinteractive.com/
mailto:customerassist@jigsawinteractive.com
https://view.s6.exacttarget.com/?qs=f02181cb22018e449585ae5113f68f8c0797980255e26584717da48407827512cb203ff48754fca8d450217106311973c1d32dad2ad70499e794deae6175837f14441860590e65ed02ba7ab65b42c7d5
https://view.s6.exacttarget.com/?qs=f02181cb22018e449585ae5113f68f8c0797980255e26584717da48407827512cb203ff48754fca8d450217106311973c1d32dad2ad70499e794deae6175837f14441860590e65ed02ba7ab65b42c7d5
https://educationblog.microsoft.com/en-us/2020/03/how-schools-can-ramp-up-remote-learning-programs-quickly-with-microsoft-teams/
https://educationblog.microsoft.com/en-us/2020/03/how-schools-can-ramp-up-remote-learning-programs-quickly-with-microsoft-teams/
https://educationblog.microsoft.com/en-us/2020/03/how-schools-can-ramp-up-remote-learning-programs-quickly-with-microsoft-teams/
https://educationblog.microsoft.com/en-us/2020/03/how-schools-can-ramp-up-remote-learning-programs-quickly-with-microsoft-teams/
https://educationblog.microsoft.com/en-us/2020/03/how-schools-can-ramp-up-remote-learning-programs-quickly-with-microsoft-teams/
https://blog.google/inside-google/company-announcements/coronavirus-covid19-response/
https://blog.google/inside-google/company-announcements/coronavirus-covid19-response/
https://blog.google/inside-google/company-announcements/coronavirus-covid19-response/
https://blog.google/inside-google/company-announcements/coronavirus-covid19-response/
https://www.powerschool.com/
http://www.gavirtuallearning.org/
https://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/SLDS/Pages/Teacher-Resource-Link.aspx
https://libguides.galileo.usg.edu/c.php?g=1008358&p=7305430&preview=a1f557e8a82b97d8cc9514c84b95b9a6
http://getgeorgiareading.org/
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.gavirtuallearning.org/Resources/SharedLandingPage.aspx
https://www.gpb.org/blogs/education-matters/2020/03/10/putting-together-your-digital-learning-contingency-plans-we-can
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/
https://www.gpb.org/education
http://getgeorgiareading.org/resources-overview/
https://www.galileo.usg.edu/welcome/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flibguides.galileo.usg.edu%2Fc.php%3Fg%3D1008358&data=02%7C01%7Cjoy.woodson%40usg.edu%7Ca0fdc657dec74ec5cc2108d7c4ffd4fc%7C4711f877fb3a4f11aaab3c496800c23d%7C0%7C0%7C637194475381481605&sdata=R2QzuY%2Bx1s8s%2B4iuGSBEX23jLM1uJv7PRxN4R2jQYqY%3D&reserved=0
https://about.galileo.usg.edu/docs/website_docs/GALILEO_at_ӣ������_High_School.pdf
https://about.galileo.usg.edu/docs/website_docs/GALILEO_at_ӣ������_High_School.pdf
https://about.galileo.usg.edu/docs/website_docs/GALILEO_at_ӣ������_Kids.pdf
http://bit.ly/GaDOE-GAVL-Digital-Learning-Course
http://bit.ly/GaDOE-GAVL-Digital-Learning-Course
http://bit.ly/Georgia-Virtual-Learning-For-Educators
http://bit.ly/Georgia-Virtual-Learning-For-Educators
http://bit.ly/iTeachContinuity


 

References 
Aleigha Henderson-Rosser, Atlanta Public Schools 
Joy Silk, Cherokee County Schools 
Cristin Kennedy, Cobb County Schools 
Kate Crawford, Fayette County Schools 
Jim Farmer, Fayette County Schools 
Julie Turner, Fayette County Schools 
Serena Sacks, Fulton County Schools 

 

Hoke Wilcox,  Fulton County Schools 
Emily Bell, Fulton County Schools 
Lisa Watkins, Gwinnett County Schools 
Matt Waymack, Gwinnett County Schools 
Jill Hobson, Gainesville City Schools 
John St. Clair, Barrow County Schools 
Jay Heap, Georgia Virtual School 
 

 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X_Zv-09T6KsP3sXuKnmVVDFirrnmPk6w/view
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1W2zp1CiEBcVoa4OefZrDTaqpt3DpP7bB
https://sites.google.com/mail.fcboe.org/fayettecountypublicschoolsvirt/home
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Y8R8sHXTGknIGU7xwoY51es_z1EVfcnP
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Ld9H4splPUWIoK-WqKxJV9fSVcDgCunD

	Current Digital Learning Climate
	Why is a task force  critical to planning and implementation?
	What initiatives and programs are currently in place? Can you build on them?
	Has your district researched the benefits/effectiveness of virtual/non-traditional learning?
	How will we know our plan/solution is effective?
	Has leadership defined policy and procedures?
	Has Professional Development been provided to modify executive function for stakeholders?
	Are students/parents skilled in the use of technology to promote learning?
	What is the role of administration, support staff, teacher, classified staff and the parent?
	What is the role of community stakeholders (Public library, civic organizations, faith-based organizations, etc.)?
	Has your communications team ascertained best practices to reach parents/guardians/community about continuity of learning strategies the school will use to continue instruction? Have you branded your solution?

	Status of Infrastructure to Support Nontraditional Learning
	What learning technologies are available for students and staff?
	Do support staff have clear, specific roles that identify their role in non-traditional learning plans?
	Is there an inventory of resources that are offering support for or free to use during extended digital learning days from COVID-19?
	Is there an inventory of OER (GaVS, TRL, Galileo, Get Georgia Reading, etc.) resources that support virtual instruction?


